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different sections of the book contribute an intelligible and satisfactory mean- 
ing. The " book " of the iifth chapter is " all the additional light" needed to 
convert mankind. Its seals are the hindrances to the spread of this light, and 
their breaking, or the taking away of these hindrances, is attended with sym- 
bolic representations of the developing completeness of their removal. By so 
brief a statement of the exposition of a short section the reader will be enabled 
to see the commonsense and the cleverness of the writer's conception. Equally 
remarkable is the breadth of his view. His interpretation is historical and yet 
it is broader than the historical. He is free from the offensive literalism of 
many commentators. He steers remarkably clear of the absurd mixture of 
literalism and symbolism that characterizes others. Altogether it is the most 
rational interpretation that has yet appeared. In fact it ought to be an epochal 
book in the study of the Apocaljrpse. It is in the right road. Some of its ex- 
positions — notably that of the scarlet woman and her associates — fall below 
the general level, and indicate that in his hatred of Rome the author forgot for 
the time the great spiritual and broad idea which he lays down at the begin- 
ing. Why not interpret them as symbolic of spurious Christianity everywhere, 
in Protestant as well as in Romish circles? In the discussion and inter- 
pretation of the last scenes, the author neglects to carry through rigidly his 
theory of victory by teaching, by diffusion of light, and falls in v<-ith the physical- 
force-view of the divine activity. It seems, also, that a form of his theory which 
would see in the book not successive developments of illumination culminating 
in one grand blaze of brightness, but simultaneous representations or at least 
one great development of which the various symbolic representations of the 
book are each complete pictures but from different points of view, will more 
adequately satisfy the conditions of the problem. The first half of the book 
— on the writer's interpretation — pushes the development so high, that it is 
hard for him to show that the latter half advances it materially. These are 
not so much criticisms as suggestions and queries which are aroused by the 
book itself. It should be read by every one who is puzzled by the phenomena 
of the Book of Revelation or has never cared or dared to venture into the 
stormy sea of its interpretation. It is fascinating and, what is better, to an 
unprejudiced mind, in the main, convincing. 

Studies on the International Lessons. 

History, Prophecy and Gospel. Expository Sermons on the International 
Sunday-School Lessons for 1891. Edited by E. Benjamin Andrews, D. D., 
LL. D. Boston ; Silver, Burdett and Co. Pp.451. Price $1.75. 
We have in this volume forty-eight expository sermons by as many clergy- 
men and teachers, covering the Sunday-school lessons for the coming year. 
The book has more than the evident purpose of providing help in the study of 
these lessons. Its aim is to raise the standard of teaching and to stimulate the 
habit of expository preaching. Its primary object is to accomplish these 
results for a particular denomination of Christians. The writers of these ser- 
mons, as well as the editor, are all Baptists, and they expect that the first 
interest in the work, and doubtless the chiefest, will come from Baptists. Still, 
so far as one can see, there is need for a higher standard of teaching and for 
the cultivation of the expository habit among other denominations, and it 
would be unfortunate if so excellent a body of writing as is contained in this 
book should have its influence and helpfulness confined to any one body of 
Christians. One fails to find any obstrusion of views which are not in harmony 
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with the great consensus of evangelical opinion, and in all these respects the 
book may be recommended to all students of the Bible. 

To come to more specific points, the sermons, having so wide a range over 
Old Testament history and the life of Jesus Christ, show a variety of views on 
points of criticism and theology. The general attitude is conservative, as 
doubtless should be the case in a work designed for Sunday-schools. Amos is 
said to have "evidently been a careful student of the Pentateuch." As to 
Deuteronomy, it is stated that " the view has gained large currency that the 
scroll discovered by the men of Josiah was none other than the temple copy of 
the entire Pentateuch." The doubtful assertion is also added in the same con- 
nection that " long before the days of Jo.siah the liturgies of worship compiled 
from the Pentateuch had largely taken the place of the inspired books them- 
selves." We should be glad to have the proof of this fact. The book of Jonah 
is regarded by one writer as written by Jonah himself, as it would seem from 
the statement on page 196, and its lesson is for Israel. Another writer regards 
Jonah as the first foreign missionary, whose work had nothing to do with Israel, 
but was intended to make known to far-off Nineveh the mercy of God. As for 
his prediction it is regarded as conditional. Quite an indefinite and uncritical 
statement is that on page 65 concerning Elijah's relation to the " sons of the 
prophets " and the studies in the "schools of the prophets." 

Most readers will regard with reason President Andrews' rugged and terse 
sermon on the Prologue of John's Gospel as the gem of the collection. It is 
well worth the price of the book. Another comprehensive and thoroughly 
wide-awake discussion is that on the ' ' Captivity of Judah " by Professor 
Mathews. Many others might be named as full of excellent expository points. 
The book is to be heartily commended. Its external form is most attractive ; the 
t)rpe large and clear ; the margins broad. Most teachers in Sunday schools 
will be likely to regard the price as beyond them, but we understand that 
large reduction is made when a number of copies are taken. No clergyman 
could do a better service to the teachers of his school than to induce them all 
to buy and study this volume in preparation for their work. 

The Epistle to the Galatians. 

A Short Exposition of the Epistle to the Galatians. Designed as a text- 
book for class-room use and for private study. By George B. Stevens, 
Ph. D., D. D. Hartford : The Student Publishing Co. Pp.240. Price $1.25. 
This book is not fairly described by its modest title. It contains much more 
than a mere exposition in the strict sense of that term — more in quantity as 
well as quality. One cannot hope to write much that is new and original in 
exposition of this epistle, and the author of this work does not profess to do 
more in this respect than to present the various views of leading commentators, 
with an expression of his own preference among them. This part of his work 
has been done with equal fulness and brevity. No important point is neglected, 
and an opportunity for independent judgment among diverse interpretations is 
usually given. The amount of material in this way of notes and discussions 
which has been packed into these pages is remarkable. 

The peculiar features of the work, however, lie in other directions. The 
most important and valuable part of it is a series of analytical paraphrases 
which precede the successive sections of the notes. In them the thought of the 
apostle is restated and amplified in a way that brings out with clearness the 
course and contents of the argument. In general these paraphrases are made 



